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Meese F avors Reducing 
* Total of Classified Data 


By LESLIE MATO^NDWEBNER 


• WASHINGTON, March 30 — Attor- 

ney General Edwin Mem 3d aaid to- 
day that any Government de cisi o n to 
umi mi ri lonmalieta for aw 

crate public would “depend on the dr* 
cumetancee of the case.” 

“I think and I would hope,” Mr. 
finnan said, “that journalistic ethics . 
would prevent people who have ob- 
tained what la In effect etotan property, 

; stolen information, from utilising It in a 
way that would co mp romise or hurt the 
■ national Interest.’' 

Mr. Meese, tna questioo-ancLanswer 
, seeeion after a luncheon sp eech to the 
; Washington Press Club, was asked 
whether be favored p rossc u dn; jour- 
, nalixts tor publicizing classified Infor- 
mation that was disclosed to them, 
without authorization. 

, The Reagan Administration has re- 

• peetedly nirr*^**^ concern over the 
1 pn*«nti«i for unauthorized diaclocures 
5 of Information that would endanger na- 
i tional se curi ty . In IMS It at te mpte d to 
^-tighten procedures for the handling of 
, such 'information through an order re- 
quiring many mare Federal employeae 
-to sign secrecy agreements and ex- 

.ipaoding the use of the polygraph, or lie 
; detector, to investigate branches of s»- 

• curity. 

t C.LA. Pro p s e e s Lf te l ati aa 
j The order, which drew a storm of 
protest from civil libertarians, also 
draw enough c ri ticism from Cougreei 
to prompt the Administration to with- 
draw its key provisions. But since then 
the Administration has demonstrated 
Its displeasure with unauthorised dis- 
closures In other ways, and is now con- 
sidering a Central Intelligence Agency 
proposal to make It a crime for Govern- 
ment employees to disclose notional se- 
crets without permission. 


Today, h owe ver , Mr. Mee ee rejec ted 
the suggestion that the A d mL . U iiation 
bed restricted access to information 
and said it had tnetsad refries* the 
amount conformation that was danai 

fled. wWch he eaM heiwtanded. 

- «p ( hffve tar too much cls e eln eO m - 
; formation In the Federal Govern- 
• meat, " MiC" Masse added. “A lot of 
thins which shouldn’t he dassfflod 
am, and therefore there Is kind of a hs- 
bum attitude toward the protection of 
national security information.” 

.• He called tor a “tightening up”on 
classification “so that only material 
that really has to be kept sacra* in tba 

istarasts of national defense or national 

security la daaaiflod, ahfrtfaan that tte 

news media as well as Goveramm of- 
ficials work together to make be m 
that that information It notTmptufnriy 


*<1 think that ultimately Is the sotu- 
2ian to this ertaote pnMam,” Mr. Masse 



w , In hie 1 

_ Attorney GensraL 
“We have a respons ib il it y, ’’ he told 
the audience of r eport e rs, “to get to- 
i setter to provide timely and accurate 


information to the public about the De- 
partment of Justice and its activities as 
well aa about the legal system. We 
have a mutual Interest, really, and a 
need for each ocher." 

“SocMtimof there is a temptation in 
Govenunait to doss tn> souroos of in* 
formation,” be said, adding that be 
would seek “to avoid this temptation" 
and try instead “to work cooperative- 
ly.” 

He Says He’ll Meet Mexican 

Mr. Mease emphasized the role of the 
Federal Government In combs ting 
crime, which he defined as one of Ms 
.top priorities. 

He said he would meet in Washington 
this Friday with the Attorney General 
of Mexico, Sergio Garcia Ramirez, to 
baain M in (tenth discussiocis” of the 
drug traffic and of “serious problems" 
Mexico r ep r ese nte d in that area. 

Later, In r e ep o n e e to a question, he 
said be would discuss the possibility of 
extraditing to this country those ar- 
rested in Mexico in the murder of an 
American narcotics agent. But it will 
probably “be better,” he said, to leave 
proaociitlnn to the Mexicans. 

Mr. Meese said he would also meet 
soon with the President of Colombia, 
Belisario Betancur, to discuss combat- 
ing narcotics. 

On another subject, Mr. Meeee said 
that “cracking down on crime doesn’t 
mean that we as a society should toler- 
ate inhuman, prison conditions.” In 
the last 29 years, he said, there had 
been a 435 percent Increase In serious 
crime, a 425 p erce nt increase In ar- 
rests, but only a 71 percent Increase In 
| prison space, a situation be said he 
wasted to help correct. 
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